
Fifth Grade Quarter 1 
Reading Standards 

Reading Literature, Information and Foundation Skills 
Students 
will: 

• Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
• Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
• Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Vocabulary 

G
rade 

Cluster 

Standard 

Arizona College and Career Ready 
Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 
Materials & 
Resources 

5 RL 1 Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text.  
(Q1-Q4) 

Students will be able to quote from the text to support their opinion or 
comprehension.  
Students may create lists of clues stated in the text to support their 
inference.  
Students may use graphic organizers to arrange clues, ideas and quotes 
with page numbers of the text. 

Literature Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 2 
 “Historical fiction” is a genre that takes place in the past but has a fictional 
character or fictional elements to it. As a class, we will compare and 
contrast various historical fiction stories. In order to prepare for class 
discussions, create a T-chart in your journal where you take notes about 
people, places, or events you believe are represented accurately, and 
people, places, or events you believe are fictional. Be sure to include in your 
notes the page number and book title for each example so you can refer 
back to the text. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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5 RL 2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  
(Q1-Q4) 

The emphasis of this standard is employing strategies to analyze and apply 
knowledge of the structure and elements of literature. Theme is the 
overarching message or universal idea of the text. It is not bound by time or 
space and is generally true for all people throughout all time (e.g., it’s 
always better to work together, honesty is the best policy).  It requires 
thinking BEYOND the text; students will not be able to find the answer 
directly stated in the text. Strategies of inference need to be practiced. 
Inference is a guess or conclusion based on evidence, clues made by the 
author plus the reader’s own background knowledge. 

Teachers model the process of determining a theme by thinking aloud using 
a well-known story (e.g., Three Little Pigs: collaboration or working together 
brings success; The Boy Who Cried Wolf: honesty is the best policy). 
Teachers model summarizing from the text to support the theme of a story. 
The teacher may combine the key points in order to demonstrate 
generalized meaning or theme (a broader view).  
Students summarize text, incorporating explanation of the theme from 
their notes. 

Class Discussion 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
Compare and contrast the presentation of a topic in two different formats, 
such as baseball in “Casey at the Bat,” Ernest Lawrence Thayer, to We are 
the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball, Kadir Nelson, drawing on 
specific details from the text. Your teacher may ask you to write your own 
response on a sticky note, on a white board, or in your journal and share it 
with a partner before, or during, the class discussion. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

5 RL 3 Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact). (Q1-Q4) 

This standard asks for the student to examine key traits from a text and 
compare and contrast them. Use of a graphic organizer (e.g., Venn diagram 
or T-chart, may assist students to understand the complexities of the 
characters, settings and events through listing details.)  
Teachers provide graphic organizers, (e.g., T-chart, Venn diagram or 2-3 
columns) to assist in identifying and organizing story elements.  
Teachers provide various examples of comparisons between characters, 
setting or events to serve as a guide for students. (Compare the main 
characters in The Secret Garden, Frances Hodgson Burnett.) 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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Literature Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 2 
In your journal, create a character map of the main character in the 
historical novel you are reading. Show how the character changes (or 
develops) over the course of the text. Compare your character with one 
chosen by a classmate. How are the characters similar? How are they 
different? 

5 RL 4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes. (Q1-Q2) 

Students will develop their understanding of words, phrases, and figurative 
language through read-aloud stories, teacher modeling, and student-
centered activities that are presented in the classroom. Students will 
interpret words in many contexts.  
Students highlight and discuss figurative language as it is encountered in 
text. 

Students illustrate the literal and figurative meanings of figurative language 
(e.g., He lost his head; running on empty, frog in my throat). 
Students research the origins of selected idioms to reinforce their 
meanings. 

Teachers encourage students to look for similes as they read independent 
novels and books (e.g., In Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, Eleanor 
Coerr, Sadako says "I am a turtle." But is she really a turtle? She is behaving 
like a turtle when she is not running fast.). 

Poetic Devices 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
Not only do poets use a variety of formats, rhyme schemes, and meters, but 
they use specific devices to make their poems unique. Find examples of 
similes, metaphors, alliteration, and onomatopoeia in poems from this unit, 
and mark them with coded sticky notes. Create a T-chart in your journal 
that includes the technique and examples of each. Try to write your own 
poem that uses at least two of the techniques found. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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5 RL 5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or 
poem. (Q1-Q4) 

The emphasis of this standard is the structure of a story and how the 
structure is made up of separate parts. Students benefit from 
understanding the components of the story and plot such as the exposition, 
rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.  The combination of 
structural elements come together to create a final piece.  
Students create maps of the plot structure to outline the key events of the 
text. 

Students rearrange the events and put them back in order.  
Students diagram the plot of different selections using a graphic organizer 
to diagram the structures (e.g., Use the plot diagram to show exposition, 
rising action, climax, denouement, conclusion; flowchart to show event 
divisions in chapters). 

Literature Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 5 
Summarize each chapter of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis 
Carroll in your journal by answering the question, “What does Alice learn 
from her experiences in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland?” Cite specific 
examples and/or mark the text with a sticky note to facilitate group 
discussion. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

5 RF 3a Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding words. 
(a.) Use combined knowledge of all letter-
sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out of 
context.  (Q1-Q4) 

Students sort prefixes and suffixes with common base and root words. 
Students create words based on meaning (e.g., It was not opened, it was 
unopened. It was not zipped, it was unzipped).  
Students segment multi-syllabic words into syllable types. 
Students highlight prefixes, inflectional and derivational suffixes in a 
passage. 

Dramatization/Fluency 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
Choose a poem, such as one from the anthology Joyful Noise by Paul 
Fleischman and Eric Beddows, to recite with a classmate. After the 
performance, discuss specific passages and poetic elements that made the 
poem come alive. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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5 RF 4 
abc 

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 
(a) Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 
(b) Read grade-level prose and poetry 
orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 
(c) Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. (Q1-Q4) 

Literature Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 4 
While reading a story, such as Bull Run by Paul Fleishman, keep an ongoing 
list of words to describe the main character(s). Mark the text with sticky 
notes and write the adjectives on the notes. After finishing the book, you 
will be asked to choose the best adjectives that describe the character’s 
internal responses and external behaviors in response to conflicts 
experienced. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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